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represent those which served to lock the gratings of the confessional, and 
which pilgrims brought home from Rome as a memorial. In later times, 
their shape has been changed to a cone, which is stamped with a horn 
(emblem of the saint as hunter), but they are still called keys. Some- 
times, instead of cauterizing, the man or animal is only marked with the 
key, and not necessarily in the part bitten, the curative virtue depending 
in the power of Saint Hubert, not on any natural process. It is curious 
and instructive to note the attitude of the ecclesiastical authorities in re- 
lation to these pretended cures. In the fifteenth century the celebrated 
Dr. Gerson, and in the seventeenth century the Sorbonne, condemned 
the beliefs and practices in question. But in recent times the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Malines, who died in 1883, declared that the Church ap- 
proved of and encouraged this worship, albeit such belief was not matter 
of faith ; and in 1879 tne journal " Pelerin," of Paris, recommended and 
advocated these pilgrimages. M. Gaidoz, on this head, states a view which 
the writer (vol. i. p. 172), discussing the history of witchcraft, has previously 
advocated ; we cite his words : " It would be an error, from the historic 
point of view, to regard the religion as formed by the instruction of its 
doctors, and limited to that alone. It is popular beliefs which break into 
the Church, which impose themselves upon her, which mingle with sacred 
rites their own traditional rites, and the fancies of a materialistic and fe- 
tichistic devotion." (P. 79.) 

W. W. N. 
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